COURT REPORTERS BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

Best Practice Pointer No. 6
Court Transcripts Designated
Confidential or Under Seal

COURT TRANSCRIPTS DESIGNATED CONFIDENTIAL OR UNDER SEAL:
If you are reporting in court, be aware that some proceedings are
confidential proceedings and, therefore, are not available to anyone,
including the attorneys who were present and/or the defendant, without

a court order unsealing the proceedings. This includes proceedings that
are automatically sealed, such as Marsden and Pitchess motions or any
proceeding that is ordered sealed by the judge. In addition, any request
for a transcript of a juvenile proceeding made by an individual who is not
the minor, the minor’s parent or guardian, or the minor’s counsel must be
made to the court.

Please refer to the most current Rules of Court regarding Confidential
Records or Records Under Seal. In addition, please refer to your court’s
protocol or procedure for handling the preparation of proceedings deemed
confidential by law or by order of the court.

Best practice pointers are not regulations or statutorily mandated. They are a way for the Board to provide
guidance on situations not expressly set out in statute or regulation. Although the pointers may be used by
licensees as a guide, the Board will not use them as a basis for discipline or enforcement of any type.
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